This dataset documents the variety of discarded cigarette packs available in Mongolia, specifically in the capital city (Ulaanbaatar) and 2 provinces (Dornod and Bayan Ulgii). Both of these provinces border China and the Russian Federation. Discarded cigarette packs were collected from the ground or from the top of waste bins. Packs were collected over three rounds of data collection (round 1. 7494 packs were collected in round 1, 5852 packs in round 2 and 6258 packs in round 3. The dataset consists of 25 variables which describe each pack in detail, including information on excise tax stamps, health warnings, tar and nicotine levels, brand name, name of manufacturer, and importer, among others.
Data
Discarded cigarette packs were collected in Mongolia over three rounds of data collection: April 2017, August/September 2017 and May/June 2018. Packets were collected in the capital city of Ulaanbaatar (subdivided into districts Bagakhangai, Baganuur, Bayangol, Bayanzurkh, Chingeltei, Khan Uul, Nalaikh, Songinokhairkhan and Sukhbatar), as well as two border-provinces, Bayan Ulgii and Dornod. The districts and the provinces are then further subdivided into Khoroos and Baghs respectively. The 9 districts in Ulaanbaatar consist of a total of 152 Khoroos. Dornod and Bayan Ulgii provinces consist of 10 and 12 Baghs, respectively. 7494 packs were collected in round 1, 5852 in round 2 and 6257 in round 3 (see Fig. 1 ).
Experimental design, materials, and methods

Survey design
Collecting discarded cigarette packs has been used predominantly in the United States as a method to measure illicit trade [1e4]. However, there are incidences of studies being done in low-and middleincome countries (LMICs), specifically Poland [5] and South Africa [6] .
The survey was designed after consulting with a Mongolian partner on the legal requirements of cigarette packs in the country.
Sample selection and data collection
This is a stratified two-stage cluster sample, with strata defined by region (for Bayan Ulgii and Dornod) and district (for Ulaanbaatar). This amounts to a total of 11 strata. The primary sampling units Specifications Bagakhangai  2  2  104  63  82  249  2  Ulaanbaatar  Baganuur  5  2  165  125  167  457  3  Ulaanbaatar  Bayangol  23  8  637  641  806  2084  4  Ulaanbaatar  Bayanzurkh  28  9  723  650  812  2185  5  Ulaanbaatar  Chingeltei  19  6  479  519  528  1526  6  Ulaanbaatar  Khan Uul  16  5  407  378  417  1202  7  Ulaanbaatar  Nalaikh  7  2  61  147  148  356  8  Ulaanbaatar  Songinokhairkhan 32  11  1144  886  936  2966  9  Ulaanbaatar  Sukhbaatar  20  7  555  542  623  1720  10  Bayan Ulgii  13  12  1592  1325  1031  3948  11  Dornod  10  10  1627  576 708 2911 In order to generate results representing the entire sampled areas, we calculated post-stratification weights by multiplying the inverted probabilities of selecting a Khoroo/Bagh and a pack, taking into account the smoking prevalence and the average number of cigarettes smoked per day by a smoker. The calculation of these weights is explained in appendix 2 of the research article. The weights are available on request.
Data collection
Discarded cigarette packs were collected either on the ground or at the top of waste bins. Fieldworkers started collecting packs in the main market/shopping centre in each Khoroo/Bagh. Fieldworkers stopped when they reached a distance from the starting point where no additional packs were to be found. If the team had not reached the daily quota for the area, they continued to another starting point in the same Khoroo/Bagh. Round 1 fieldworkers kept a detailed diary of their routes and took pictures of the points of departure so that the fieldworkers in round 2 and 3 could follow the same routes. Data capturers recoded pack information into Excel.
Variable definition
The dataset consists of 25 variables that describe features of the collected cigarette packs ( Table 2 ). The unique-identifier is labeled "pack_ID" and each round of data has an identifying prescript. For example, pack_ID will be w1_pack_ID in round 1, w2_pack_ID in round 2, w3_pack_ID in round 3. Each variable has a prefix depending on which round of data the variable refers to.
Storage of cigarette packs
The cigarette packs collected during all 3 rounds will be stored at the National Cancer Council of Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia for 2 years following final data collection (June 2018).
